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Differentiate and Analyse on Humorous Satirical Talk not the
Origin of Metaphysical Discussion
GONG Bin

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: The origin of the metaphysical discussion in Wei-Jin Dynasties was related to many factors such as the change of
academic atmosphere in the late Eastern Han Dynasty and the transformation of character appraising from concreteness to
abstraction. Metaphysical discussion was elegant, graceful and formal. The most valuable part of it was the discussion about
“Three Xuan” (The Book of Change, Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu), which has important academic significance in the history of
Chinese thought and philosophy. Metaphysical discussion was also a kind of language arts because it had been decorated with
pleasant and elegant tone. There is a viewpoint in the study of metaphysical discussion in Wei-Jin Dynasties that humorous
satirical talk was its origin. Actually, humorous satirical talk was entirely different from metaphysical discussion in content and
language style. Therefore, humorous satirical talk was not the origin of metaphysical discussion. If considering humorous satirical
talk as the origin of metaphysical discussion, the nature of metaphysical discussion would be misunderstood and its academic
value would be weakened.

Key words: the origin of metaphysical discussion; elegant and graceful; humorous satirical talk; the nature and value of
metaphysical discussion



