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The Theoretical Connotation and Practical Value of
Amartya Sen’s Concept of Free Development
ZHAOQO Yanyan

(School of Philosophy, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: As a famous economist, Amartya Sen not only enjoys a high reputation in the field of economics, but also has an

important position in the field of humanities and social sciences, especially economic ethics. In the book Development as

Freedom, Amartya Sen, with the view of freedom as the core content, has made a new definition of development and put

forward an important proposition, that is, “Economic development by its nature is the growth of freedom”. His outlook of

development emphasizes the view of development with freedom, constantly expanding people’s capability, and then realizing

people’s free and comprehensive development. A detailed analysis of the theoretical origin and substantive connotation of

Amartya Sen’s view of free development is of great practical significance for exploring the practice approach of market,

democracy and human rights in Chinese-style modernization.

Key words: substantive freedom; capability; functional activity; market economy; democracy; human rights



