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The Historical Process of “De-Indianization” in Java, Indonesia

WANG Yonghui

(Research Center of China-Indonesia People to People Exchange, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: At the beginning of A.D., India had already formed influential city-states and was influencing international relations
beyond the Indian subcontinent, Indian culture, represented by Hinduism, began to spread to Java, and the island began the
process of “Indianization”. In the 16th century, with the invasion of Western colonizers and the establishment of the Tammu
Kingdom, the regional international relations centered around Java Island were changed, Islam replaced the dominance of
Hinduism and Buddhism and accelerated the spread of the religion in Java, officially starting the process of “De-Indianization”.
The process of “De-Indianization”in Java Island is also a process of transformation in international relations in Southeast Asia,
manifested in two aspects of religious culture: on the one hand, there’s the decline of Hinduism on the island; on the other hand,
Islam has been widely spread through various means such as maritime trade, military conquest and Sufi missionary work.
Moreover, in the process of resisting the invasion of Western colonizers, local elites strengthened and promoted Islam in Java,
and also promoted the “De-Indianization” process of Java. The integration of “Indianization”and “De-Indianization” into Java’s
religious beliefs, values, customs and regime changes, has formed an inclusive Javanese characteristic culture. The“Indianization”
and “De-Indianization”have run through the entire historical development process of Java Island, reflecting the basic historical
process of international relations in ancient Southeast Asia from the perspective of religious culture.

Key words: Indonesia; Java; De-Indianization; Islam



