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On the Evolution of Chinese Traditional Core Values: "*Ren (Benevolence),
Yi (Justice), Li (Propriety), Zhi (Wisdom) and Xin (Credit)"

DAI Mucai

(Research Center for College Moral Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: China, with its long history and splendid culture, is one of the earliest civilizations in the world. In the historical
development of five thousand years, with the emergence, formation and evolvement of traditional Chinese morality, the
traditional core values of "Ren (Benevolence), Yi (Justice), Li (Propriety), Zhi (Wisdom) and Xin (Credit)" gradually came into
being. As the general principle and basis, "Ren Yi Li zhi Xin" influence and shape the value and moral system of traditional
Chinese society, drive the propagation and progress of traditional Chinese morality, and promote the morality and civilization of
traditional Chinese society. The five core values play an important role in directing Chinese cultural development, forging our
national character and cultivating our national spirit. Along with the evolution of traditional Chinese morality, "Ren Yi Li zZhi
Xin", as traditional Chinese core values, also experiences the process of formation, development and perfection.

Key words: core values; tradition; Ren (Benevolence); "Yi (Justice), Li (Propriety); Zhi (Wisdom) and Xin (Credit)"; evolution



