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On the Transcendence of Mechanistic Natural Viewpoint Made by
Scotland Enlightenment School

LI Jialian
(School of Philosophy, Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China)
Abstract: British empiricism proposed the Mechanistic natural viewpoint in its early stage. However, with the development of the

empiricism, the Mechanistic natural viewpoint has been criticized by the thinkers of Scotland Enlightenment School. In this

sense, we find that the thinkers of Scotland Enlightenment School transcend the mechanistic natural viewpoint from the

perspective of aesthetics, morality and sociology. This kind of transcendence shows two consequences: one is that it accelerates

the emancipation of human being and social development; Another is that the transcendence implies the contradiction of virtue

and wealth which constitutes theoretical challenge which has to be faced by the thinkers of Scotland Enlightenment School.

Key words: empiricism; Mechanistic natural viewpoint; transcendence; Scotland Enlightenment



