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Modern Confucianism and Normative Reconstruction of Ethical Life
——Center on On the New People by Liang Qichao
TANG Wenming

(Department of Philosophy, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)
Abstract: The normative reconstruction of ethical life should be a right research orientation of modern Confucianism. In On the
New People, Liang Qichao criticizes Chinese old ethical life and old morality through the conception of Recht from Rudolf von
Jhering. From a perspective of the struggle for recognition, liang Qichao tries to hew out a way to reconstruct normatively
Chinese ethical life including family, society and state. His conclusion in On the New People is, the personality of a modern
citizen should be based on moral freedom, and be established in filial piety, and finally become perfect in patriotism.

Key words: rights; ethical life; normative reconstruction; social ethics; personal morals



