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The Other Interpretation of TaoYuanming's
Poem""Wishes were Not Fulfilled"

GUI Qing

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: As Tao Yuanming said in his Untitled Poem (2nd) " While time flies fast and leaves me behind, wishes were not fulfilled.
Filled with sorrow, when | thought of this, remained sad and ill at ease until tomorrow." Most experts interpreted "wishes were not
fulfilled" as the annoyance of his unrecognized talent, nevertheless, this could be a considerable misunderstanding. The word
"wishes" has wide-range meanings, which does not include the political ambitions only. After Tao's middle age, it seems that Tao
had no political ambitions; and this can also be proved by his political performance and attitude. Apparently, Tao was in top shape of
his life at that time. However, the situation changed when Tao was in his fifties, he could not sleep because of the unrealized
ambitions, which is extremely strange. Thus, the "wishes" here should not be interpreted as the political ambitions but a general
concept, which means Tao could not realize his wishes regardless of significance of them. The first sentence describes the feelings,
that include the past of time, the oldness of appearance, the weakness of body, of an old man. Hence, Tao's "remained sad and ill at
ease" and this should totally attribute to his realizing that there was no more to come, but not the unrealized political ambitions.

Key words: Tao Yuanming; thoughts of life; Untitled Poems



