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A New US -lran Confrontation and the Risk of War

WANG Jinglie

(Institute of West-African Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing 100720, China)

Abstract: At beginning of the New Year, The United States opened Pandora's Box again by launching a drone missile that killed
Iran's top military commander Gen. Qassem Soleimani, bringing the two countries into direct confrontation and further
destabilizing the Middle East. The relationship between the US and Iran has not only lasted more than 40 years of confrontation
and conflict, but also had a "honeymoon period" of mutual support and utilization. Even the US and its allies were the initial
backers of Iran's nuclear development program. The conflicts and confrontations that have lasted up to now are all due to
ideological divergences and contradictions of practical interests. The game between the US and Iran will continue: Sanctions and
counter-sanctions, challenges, threats and also proxy wars will continue, but in different forms and degrees. The United States
hold the most powerful war machine in the world, but Iran also has a strong ability to counter, and then the US couldn't look
down upon it. A large-scale war is unlikely although the conflict between the US and Iran has intensified. Neither side has closed
the door to contact and negotiation. Notably, it is probability that Israel could carry out a military strike against Iran.

Key words: Iran; the US; nuclear issue; war outbreak; Israel



