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Sociology of Knowledge and the Development of
Chinese International Relations Schools

LI Kaisheng

(Institute of International Relations, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200020, China)

Abstract: Compared with theories, schools are not only the knowledge products, but the social phenomenon. The development of

schools based on the unique theoretic program is preconditioned by the academic community in which scholars are bonded socially

together and aiming at shaping the academic and social influences. In the current Chinese International Relations (IR) studies, some

are school-oriented such as relational theory and Tsinghua approach, and some are only theories rather than schools such as creative

involvement and social evolution. Given that the positive social factors existed in the levels of academia, state and the world, more

Chinese schools with the more influences in the academia and more challenges to the American hegemon in IR could be developed

if Chinese scholars integrate well these factors into the process of their knowledge production.

Key words: Chinese schools; International Relations Studies; sociology of knowledge



